Our Lady of the Annunciation, Addiscombe

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
Thursday 13" March 2025 at 8.00 pm in the PRC
MINUTES
1. Opening Prayer: (Fr Keith)

2. Apologies: Jenny Mitchener, Fr Tomasz
Present: Fr Keith, Peter McGuigan, Marie Tross, Mary Ann McGuigan,
Nike Arowobusoye Jennifer Da Silva, Terry Braim

3. Reports and updates:
Safeguarding: Joanna Murphy and Fr Keith have both attended recent
Diocesan Safeguarding training and update sessions. However, Fr Keith has yet
to convene a committee meeting. This committee will be able to assist with the
'new recruits' process and ensure safeguarding is adequately supervised.
Fr Keith will contact former members and other potentials to arrange a meeting
asap. All volunteers are being contacted to sign the Diocesan Code of Conduct.
Plant works: Repairs have been carried out on the presbytery roof.
Gary Lally has had the hall roof inspected and received an estimate of £60k for
the whole roof. The Diocese will be contacted with 3 quotes and a proposal.
A grant may be possible for some of the cost of these roof repairs.
Fr Keith is gathering further details of design and costs for the potential upgrade
to the church porch and doors. (Rough estimate £30k)
Fr Keith is still in discussion with Paddy to decide the best way forward with
improving the bookcases for the Mass books and hymn books.
Possible improvements for sound feed when streaming are being investigated.
Texts for Passion Readings: Fr Keith will make appropriate arrangements to
provide for participation in the Passion readings on Palm Sunday & Good Friday.
Fire Safety meeting: Fire training, information & guidance for ‘wardens’ and
parishioners from Roy Collier has been arranged for March 18" (in newsletter).
Other updates/training for EMEs and readers may be addressed separately.
Commemorative Mass for Brendan Curtis will be celebrated on 28™" March.
Anniversary year & projects: The project to produce an altar frontal is
progressing steadily and is now well into the production stage, as is the school
project to produce a mosaic. The grotto project group are finalising the details of
the design, materials etc... to ensure it is robust and weather resistant.
The ‘thank you’ letters received from Cardinal Nichols, The Apostolic Nuncio,
and the Papal Office regarding the calendar have been published on the
website, and a copy of the calendar is being sent to the Croydon Historical
Society for their archives.

3. Tree at the front of the church - Fr Keith reported that this dead tree had been
cut down as planned. In discussion it was suggested that the lower part of the
trunk might possibly be carved into a statue. This is currently being explored
and that is why the stump has been left larger than originally expected. The soill
in that area will need to be assessed to see what might need to be done before
any future planting takes place.



4. Scroll and new project - Marie Tross reported that the second copy of the
memorial scroll has had eyelets fitted to its corners for reinforcement so that it
may be hung on display. This is likely to be installed at the back of the Lady
Chapel, and it should be completed fairly soon. Fr Keith will give further
consideration to dates on which the other scroll will be rolled out in the aisle.

Marie also suggested that we might produce a parish Christmas card as part of
our anniversary year. This was agreed to be a very good extra project,
hopefully with the cards ready for sale at the autumn fayre.

5. Anniversary Year: Other dates
Each of the other events planned so far for this year were discussed to try to
‘firm up’ on as much of the detail as possible.

June 15": Monsignor Joe O’Connor’s Golden Jubilee

The Hall is reserved for after 11.30 Mass. Marie & Mary Ann will liaise with Pat
Winston regarding catering. The Social Club may be willing to provide food,
UCM may provide teas and coffees, and the bar should be open. Hopefully, a
suitable cake will be commissioned or bought. Fr Keith will invite former clergy
etc. once he has spoken to Paul Moynihan regarding details. Arrangements for
a collection for presentation to Monsignor Joe will need to be set in motion.

June 29": Family Picnic & Parish Review

This is intended to be a celebration of the people and work of our parish.

The Hall is reserved for after 11.30 Mass, and the back lawn will also be used if
weather permits. Parishioners will be encouraged to bring a family picnic. It is
hoped that the bar will be open, and music of some sort will be arranged.
Parish groups will be invited to display information and chat to those attending
about what they do and how parishioners might participate.

Parish accounts will be published well in advance and displayed on the day,
with suitable members available to explain them and answer questions.

These presentations and informal discussions will replace the usual AGM which
in recent years has been poorly attended, probably because of its formal and
rather ‘dry’ nature.

October 2"9: Archbishop visit and Anniversary Mass

This evening Mass will be to celebrate the 50" anniversary of the consecration
of the church in Bingham Road. It is anticipated that Paul Moynihan and others
will produce a list of relevant former clergy and others ought to have the
opportunity to attend, and Fr Keith will use this to send invites well in advance.
It is anticipated that we will then have an informal gathering in the hall with
nibbles and soft drinks provided (CostCo?) and with the bar open.

October 11": Family Disco or similar family event

This date commemorates 100 years since the first Mass in the old church,
which signifies the founding of our parish.

It is intended that we hold a simple celebration, open to families, with music and
nibbles etc., and we will investigate the possibility of involving the youth club in
the organisation of this event.



November 8™": Dinner & Dance

This is intended to be a more formal ticketed event (80 — 100) with fundraising.
Marie has booked the hall, caterers and a band. She also hopes to incorporate
a fundraising raffle etc..

December 6, 7t or 8": Anniversary Year conclusion

December 8™ is the anniversary of the first Mass in our church in Bingham Rd.
Fr Keith will discuss with Fr Gerard to decide on a spiritual event to round-off
our Anniversary Year. This may take the form of a short retreat, directed
reflection time or a service. The 8" is a Monday, so the actual event may be
arranged at the weekend depending on the final format.

It is anticipated the Paul Moynihan, Cherie and others will catalogue many of
the archived items in the church. Hopefully, we will be able to incorporate some
of these items and/or photographs of them in our celebrations.

It was suggested that we try to gather more memories and photographs from
parishioners, especially those who were present at the original events.

It was also decided that we should publish details of the planned events more
widely than just in these minutes.

6. Keys to halls & security matters
It was noted that some users are not as rigorous as they should be about
turning off lights, closing gates etc. They should be reminded of these
responsibilities at the time of booking.
Fr Keith intends to contact the secretaries and carry out an audit of keys and
security, and perhaps change some locks if deemed prudent.
Nike pointed out that the kitchen door in the hall does not close properly.
Fr Keith will discuss this with Paddy.

7. Communications & notices
It was noted that sometimes notices are lacking in some key details and even
occasionally forgotten altogether. It was suggested that there should always be
a list as a reminder.
Fr Keith also recalled a previous suggestion that readers could be used to give
welcome notices and perhaps also the final notices at Mass.

8. Strategies to promote ‘Recruitment’ and Legacies
Fr Keith reported that Francis Bunch had expressed an interest in this area to
promote ‘some definite service’, although in a less formal way than the
diocesan promotion.
Fr Keith would also like to gently promote the idea of parishioners leaving a
legacy to the church in their wills. It was pointed out that now is a good time as
it is ‘free wills month’ in March each year. Parishioners could be reminded of
the ongoing benefit we have had from Nora Beck’s legacy.

9. AOB
Fr Keith reported ongoing problems and investigations with the sound system,
particularly with interference on the radio microphones.

10. Date of next meeting: May 8t

11. Closing Prayer: (Fr Keith)



