
 

The Rosary, though clearly Marian in character, is at heart a Christ-centered 
prayer.  It has all the depth of the gospel message in its entirety.  It is an echo 
of the prayer of Mary, her perennial Magnificat for the work of the 
redemptive Incarnation which began in her virginal womb. St. John Paul II 
 
Following the example of this great Pope we also embrace rosary, to journey 
together with Mary towards our theophany in the Heart of the Father.  
We will start our prayer on the 1st Sunday of May.   
It will include a private daily prayer of 1 decade of the rosary (1 Our Father, 10 
Hail Mary, 1 Glory be…+ reflection and intentions).   
Please, do feel free to say it any time of the day!  
Our intentions:  
Sanctification of the parish area and all living in its boundaries. 
Sanctification of the parishioners and their families. 
Sanctification of the priests of the parish.   
I would like to thank all who agreed to pray a decade. That’s very generous and 
kind. We all are enormously grateful for your spiritual support. May the good 
Lord, through the intercession of Blessed Virgin Mary, reward you in this life 
and in the eternity.  
If you would be so kind; please be present at the Mass you have signed up to on 
4/5th of May to receive your prayer cards:  
6pm: Chérie, Suzy, Maria, Emanuela, Amala  
8.30am: Maria, Cecilia, Karl, Doreen, Jennifer  
10am: Alison, Anne, Phil, Patrick, Marie  
11am: Maria, Mary Ann, Cerline, Susanne, Dulcie 
 
Our Lady, Help of Christians - pray for us! 
——————————————————————————————--—- 
PLEASE NOTE:  The parish office will be closed next Thursday and Friday 
(2nd/3rd May) due to staff annual leave. Therefore there will not be a newsletter 
next weekend. Next newsletter will be published on 11th/12th May. Many thanks. 

28th April Fifth Sunday of Easter (page 264 of Parish Mass Book) YEAR B 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Keith Sylvia  Assistant Priest: Fr. Tomasz Margol 
 
147 Bingham Road, Addiscombe,  Croydon CR0 7EN.  Phone 020-8654 1709 
email:addiscombe@rcaos.org.uk  website: www.addiscombecatholicchurch.com  

Diocesan website: www.rcsouthwark.co.uk   
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 9am - 3pm Wednesday: Closed 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  

Monday - Saturday: Before or After 10am Mass or By Appointment 

Our Lady of  the Annunciation 

We pray for the sick in our Parish: Elizabeth Damsel, Lauren Horwood, Elizabeth Casey, Brian Kearney, Mary Ariaratnam, 
Christina Cahill, Marie Griffin, Ernie & Mary, Anna Maria Caruana, Arthur Hughes, Peggy Wall & all others  
We pray for parishioners whose anniversaries occur this Week: Cal McCarthy, Tom Thornton, Denzil Peters, Eva Molony, Margaret 
Brown, Edward Whelton, Marie Carter, Cora Geraghty, Olga Beaucasin, Sarah Rose Claudius, Kathleen  Evans, Margit Coombs, 
Mary Avery, Trevor Rodrigues, Douglas Weidemann, Jean Crayford, Col. J.H.Craig, Cedric De Saa, Seamus Lacey, Tricia Urwin, 
Win Moloney, Norma Bird, Thomas O'Flanagan, Margaret Tuck, Johanna Meek, Bridie Coombes, Denis Kelly, Rosario de Gomez, 
Ronald Thomson, Merita De Saa 

Mass Intentions This Week 
   
27 April: Saturday 
10:00 Gloria Hunneybun RIP (Birthday) 

(followed by Adoration)  
18:00 Adrienne & Lance Baptiste RIP 
 
28 April: FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
08:30 All Parishioners 
10:00 Peter Enahoro RIP 1st Anniversary # 
11:30 Bernie & Tony Potter RIP # 
 
29 April: Monday 
SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENNA 
10:00 Margot Evans RIP 4th Anniversary 
 
30 April: Tuesday FUNERAL MASS 
10:00 Sybil Whitworth RIP 
 
1 May: Wednesday  
10:00 Helené Bambi RIP 
 
2 May: Thursday SAINT ATHANASIUS 
10:00 Norma Bird RIP Anniversary  
19:30 Father-in-law of Ronica Fernandes RIP 
    
3 May: Friday SAINTS PHILIP & JAMES 
10:00 Edward Timothy Crowley RIP 
 
4 May: Saturday  
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS 
10:00 Venetia, Pio & Samanmalee RIP  
18:00 Joan McHugh RIP 
 
5 May: SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
08:30 Mary McNally RIP 
10:00 UCM: 
          All First Holy Communion Children 
11:30 All Parishioners + 
 
# With Children’s Liturgy 
+ With Baptism 
 

*** Mass Intentions for next week *** 
are shown overleaf 

COLLECTIONS  
Last week’s collection for Priests’ Training Fund amounted to £1193.71. Many thanks. 

This week there will be a Diocesan collection for The Maintenance of St George’s Catherdral. 

MEETINGS 
Finance Committee: Tuesday 30th at 8pm (Small Hall) 
SVP: Tuesday 30th at 8pm (PRC) 
Adult Catechesis: Wed 24th at 11.15am (Large Hall) & 7.45pm (Small Hall)  
UCM: Wednesday 1st May at 8.15pm (Large Hall) 
Padre Pio Group: Friday 3rd May at 10.45am after Mass (Church)  

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

 
Fridays: 10.30am - 12pm 

 
In The Sacred Heart Chapel  

 

*** DEFIBRILLATOR ***  
A defibrillator is located on the right hand side of 
the porch as you enter the church. 

LAST WEEK’S  
OFFERTORY 

 
Gift Aid Envelopes £    574.58 
Loose cash  £    747.54 
S/Os (Approx) £  1290.00 
 
Total £  2612.12 

http://www.addiscombecatholicchurch.com/
http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/


 

SOCIAL CLUB NEWS 
A message from Ben Cahill - Chair of the Social Club 

 
Sunday evening entertainment commencing at 8.00pm 
28th April: Cross Keys 
5th May: Bank Holiday Special - Kenny Paul 
12th May: The Duets 
26th May: Frank Nelson 
2nd June: Theresa Rodgers 
9th June: TR Dallas 
16th June: Shane & Mervyn Owens  
- The Strictly Come Dancing Evening takes place on Friday, 17th 
May. Entertainment will be Kieran White. This will be a Fun 
Evening & entries will be taken on the Night. To reserve tickets - 
Members: £5.00 & Guests: £6.00, please call Pat Winston on 07734 
250375 

For Collection: K Duignan  
Baptism certificates: COLLECT FROM THE PARISH OFFICE   
Rotas: Eucharistic Ministers (May)  Readers (May/June) 

SOUTHWARK DIOCESE SAFEGUARDING OFFICE:  Contact email - safeguardingoffice@rcaos.org.uk 

CATECHESIS FOR ADULTS   
Topic for this week: Church’s Teaching on Transgenderism 

OUR PARISH ASCENT GROUP: Is part of Life Ascending 
International in England, which is designed to meet the needs of 
Catholics, especially older members of the Church. 
We have been meeting in our Parish, every second Tuesday, after 
morning Mass, for 21 years. After tea/coffee, between 10 and 20 of 
our members attend. 
We produce a programme for each meeting and pray to our Heavenly 
Father for an increase in Faith Hope and Charity. Our programme 
usually includes prayer to the Holy Spirit, prayers of intercession and 
ends with a hymn appropriate to the focus of our meeting. 
We invite a variety of speakers each year, including the Sisters of 
Mary and Joseph, who all teach and encourage us in an adult 
understanding of our faith, and in our personal prayer life.   

All are welcome 10.45am in the Small Hall.  
7th May: Sr. Sheila Barrett, DMJ 
21st May: Sr. Sheila Moloney - “An Hour With Our Blessed Lady” 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)   
Is the name which has been given to the journey taken by people 
who seek to enter into full communion in the Roman Catholic 
Church. Essentially this allows adults to get to know our church 
teaching and practice in a friendly, informal group setting and 
culminating, if they so wish, in the celebration of Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Eucharist next Easter.  
Parishioners are asked to encourage friends and relatives to 
consider joining RCIA this year The final meeting of our 2023-24 
group, William, Leena, Remi-Lou, Richard, Ryan and catechists will 
be on Wednesday May 8th and will begin with Mass at 7.30pm in 
church, for The Ascension of the Lord, a holyday of obligation.   
Anyone considering embarking on a new stage of their own journey 
in faith is invited to share in the celebration that evening and to learn 
how the RCIA group work together and share our faith.   

“Come and See”  
More details are available on page 3 of the online newsletter. 

COMMEMORATIVE SOUVENIR 2025 CALENDAR 
  
Stage two is now in progress! We are requesting memories and 
photos for the calendar. If you have any photographs representing 
any events, the buildings, Sacramental, groups activities from the 
past to the current year, we would love to see them and consider 
them for the calendar. If they are not included,  we are hoping to put 
on a display of all photos received, next year.  
If you were part of the old youth club, are past and current members 
of the SVP, the Cana group, the Young Wives, The Unity Club, The 
Seniors’ Christmas Lunch organisers, Uniformed Groups and any 
groups we have not mentioned or know about, then we would love to 
hear from you as well as current groups. 
Please put any hard copies in an envelope with details of the event, 
the date and contact details so they can be returned to you after the 
celebrations.  
If you can, we would like to receive as many as possible digitally. 
The email is addiscombercchurch@gmail.com   
Please note this is NOT the office email, Rachel & Stephanie have 
been so supportive and helpful but we do not want to give them any 
extra work if it can be avoided.   

Thank you! The Calendar Girls 

THE CHURCH’S TEACHING ON HOMOSEXUALITY 
Please see from page 4 of our newsletter online, excerpts of 
documents on the church’s teaching on Homosexuality, as spoken 
about by Fr Tomasz in his Wednesday catechesis. 

THE ANNUAL MASS FOR LONDON MIGRANT 
WORKERS: In honour of St Joseph the Worker is on Monday 6th 
May 2024 at St George’s Cathedral, London SE1 6HR at 
12.30pm.    
All are invited. Please come early. You are welcome to come in 
national dress if you would like to take part in the banner procession 
at 12.15pm. The Mass is hosted by the three London Catholic 
Diocese, supported by the Justice and Peace Commissions and 
Ethnic Chaplaincies, Caritas Brentwood and London Citizens UK. in 
celebration of all the people who live, work and contribute to life 
across our city. 

HOUSEBOUND & WANTING COMMUNION?  
 
Do you know of any parishioners who are housebound and unable to 
come to Mass? Would they like to receive Communion at home? If 
so, please contact the parish office with their details, and home visits 
can be arranged for those in need. 

Mass Intentions Next Week 
 
6 May: Monday  
10:00 Brian Charles RIP  
7 May: Tuesday  
10:00 Lena, Patrick & Pat Dowd RIP  
8 May: Wednesday  
10:00 Paddy Cronin RIP 
 
Vigil Mass for Holyday of Obligation 
19:30 Caroline Keenaghan RIP  
9 May: Thursday THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
07:30 Michael Kinsella RIP  
10:00 Ingrid Walsh RIP  
19:30 Hazel Rodrigues RIP  
10 May: Friday  
10:00 Christy Jordan RIP 7th Anniversary 
 
11 May: Saturday 
10:00 Bernard Rookard & Kate Keeting RIP 10th Anniversary  
18:00 Andrew Starnes RIP  
12 May: SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
08:30 All Parishioners 
10:00 Owen & Sarah O’Hara 
11:30 Margot Evans RIP (Birthday) ***  
*** With 1st Holy Communion. Please attend an alternative Mass 
if you are not part of this celebration, to avoid overcrowding. 

BONUS UCM COFFEE MORNING TODAY!  
As an extra treat, come and join us in the large hall after the 10am 
Mass today, for tea, coffee and cake. 
We will also be hosting our usual coffee morning next weekend (5th 
May) after the 10am Mass. See you there! 

RECENT DEATH: Please remember the family of John Callinan 
(formerly of this parish) in your prayers, following his recent death. 
His funeral took place in Edinburgh in March. May he Rest In Peace.  

THE FILM SHOW TEAM: Would like to thank everyone who 
attended and who donated raffle prizes or money in relation to the 
show on 20th April. £400 was raised for The Brain Tumour Charity.  

mailto:addiscombesg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
mailto:addiscombercchurch@gmail.com


 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 
For those who attended the Easter vigil, or one of the Sunday Masses in Lent when five of 
the 2023/24 RCIA group were formally introduced to the Parish, you will have been part of 
their initiation into the Catholic Church. 
 
Soon RCIA in our Parish will start again for another year. Those involved in helping with 
the programme always find it to be an inspiring and rewarding experience. 
 
What is the RCIA, and could you play a part or benefit from joining the process? 
 
The Southwark Diocese website ecplains what is involved very well… 
 

www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/faith/becoming-a-catholic 
 

“Becoming Catholic is an amazing, life-changing journey. Much more than a series of 
educational classes, it moves through a process of deep reflection, discernment and 
formation. 
 
God offers each of us the grace of desiring and seeking love, truth and meaning. He is the 
initiator and giver of all faith, who inspires and guides us on our journey. Throughout the 
process of initiation into the Catholic Church, the people of God accompany those seeking 
full initiation step-by-step, to support, guide, and help them hear God’s call in their life.” 
 
 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the name which has been given to the 
journey taken by people who seek to become Christians and be confirmed participants in 
our Catholic Church. Essentially this process allows adults and older young people to 
enquire, and if they wish, to be prepared for three sacraments, Baptism, Confirmation and 
The Eucharist. 
 
It our parish it normally takes about 10 months and culminates in personal decisions being 
made in the new year, a formal welcome by the Archbishop at Southwark Cathedral in 
Lent and in celebration of the Sacraments at the Easter Vigil. The group meets every two 
weeks (excluding school holidays), starting Wednesday 8th May at 8pm. 
 
Parishioners are asked to encourage friends and relatives to consider joining RCIA this 
year and indeed anyone wishing to follow the process can be a great help in the Journey to 
Faith. You will be very welcome to join and accompany this year’s candidates. You do not 
need any particular skills or training. If you might be interested, or would like more 
information or perhaps have been through the process in the past, please contact one of the 
priests after Mass on Sundays.  



 

Church’s teaching on homosexuality  

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church  

 

2357 Homosexuality refers to relations between men or between women who experience an exclusive 
or predominant sexual attraction toward persons of the same sex. It has taken a great variety of forms 
through the centuries and in different cultures. Its psychological genesis remains largely unexplained. 
Basing itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts of grave depravity, tradition 
has always declared that "homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered." They are contrary to the natural 
law. They close the sexual act to the gift of life. They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual 
complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved. 
2358 The number of men and women who have deep-seated homosexual tendencies is not negligible. 
This inclination, which is objectively disordered, constitutes for most of them a trial. They must be 
accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard 
should be avoided. These persons are called to fulfil God's will in their lives and, if they are Christians, to 
unite to the sacrifice of the Lord's Cross the difficulties they may encounter from their condition. 
2359 Homosexual persons are called to chastity. By the virtues of self-mastery that teach them inner 
freedom, at times by the support of disinterested friendship, by prayer and sacramental grace, they can 
and should gradually and resolutely approach Christian perfection.  
 

 

Congregation for the Catholic Education -  Male and Female He created Them - 2019 

 
4. The Christian vision of anthropology sees sexuality as a fundamental component of one’s personhood. 

It is one of its mode of being, of manifesting itself, communicating with others, and of feeling, expressing 
and living human love. Therefore, our sexuality plays an integral part in the development of our 
personality and in the process of its education: “In fact, it is from [their] sex that the human person 

receives the characteristics which, on the biological, psychological and spiritual levels, make that person 
a man or a woman, and thereby largely condition his or her progress towards maturity and insertion into 
society”. As each person grows, “such diversity, linked to the complementarity of the two sexes, allows a 
thorough response to the design of God according to the vocation to which each one is called”.  



 

CDF, Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the pastoral care of homosexual persons - 1986 
 

2. It is within this context, then, that it can be clearly seen that the phenomenon of homosexuality, 
complex as it is, and with its many consequences for society and ecclesial life, is a proper focus for the 
Church's pastoral care. It thus requires of her ministers attentive study, active concern and honest, 
theologically well-balanced counsel. 

3. Explicit treatment of the problem was given in this Congregation's "Declaration on Certain Questions 
Concerning Sexual Ethics" of December 29, 1975. That document stressed the duty of trying to 
understand the homosexual condition and noted that culpability for homosexual acts should only be 
judged with prudence. At the same time the Congregation took note of the distinction commonly drawn 
between the homosexual condition or tendency and individual homosexual actions. These were 
described as deprived of their essential and indispensable finality, as being "intrinsically disordered", and 
able in no case to be approved. 

 

7. The Church, obedient to the Lord who founded her and gave to her the sacramental life, celebrates 
the divine plan of the loving and live-giving union of men and women in the sacrament of marriage. It is 
only in the marital relationship that the use of the sexual faculty can be morally good. A person engaging 
in homosexual behaviour therefore acts immorally. 

To chose someone of the same sex for one's sexual activity is to annul the rich symbolism and meaning, 
not to mention the goals, of the Creator's sexual design. Homosexual activity is not a complementary 
union, able to transmit life; and so it thwarts the call to a life of that form of self-giving which the Gospel 
says is the essence of Christian living. This does not mean that homosexual persons are not often 
generous and giving of themselves; but when they engage in homosexual activity they confirm within 
themselves a disordered sexual inclination which is essentially self-indulgent. 

8. Nevertheless, increasing numbers of people today, even within the Church, are bringing enormous 
pressure to bear on the Church to accept the homosexual condition as though it were not disordered 
and to condone homosexual activity. Those within the Church who argue in this fashion often have close 
ties with those with similar views outside it. These latter groups are guided by a vision opposed to the 
truth about the human person, which is fully disclosed in the mystery of Christ. They reflect, even if not 
entirely consciously, a materialistic ideology which denies the transcendent nature of the human person 
as well as the supernatural vocation of every individual. 

The Church's ministers must ensure that homosexual persons in their care will not be misled by this 
point of view, so profoundly opposed to the teaching of the Church. But the risk is great and there are 
many who seek to create confusion regarding the Church's position, and then to use that confusion to 
their own advantage. 

9. The movement within the Church, which takes the form of pressure groups of various names and 
sizes, attempts to give the impression that it represents all homosexual persons who are Catholics. As a 
matter of fact, its membership is by and large restricted to those who either ignore the teaching of the 
Church or seek somehow to undermine it. It brings together under  



 

the aegis of Catholicism homosexual persons who have no intention of abandoning their homosexual 
behaviour. One tactic used is to protest that any and all criticism of or reservations about homosexual 
people, their activity and lifestyle, are simply diverse forms of unjust discrimination. 

There is an effort in some countries to manipulate the Church by gaining the often well-intentioned 
support of her pastors with a view to changing civil-statutes and laws. This is done in order to conform to 
these pressure groups' concept that homosexuality is at least a completely harmless, if not an entirely 
good, thing. Even when the practice of homosexuality may seriously threaten the lives and well-being of 
a large number of people, its advocates remain undeterred and refuse to consider the magnitude of the 
risks involved. 

The Church can never be so callous. It is true that her clear position cannot be revised by pressure from 
civil legislation or the trend of the moment. But she is really concerned about the many who are not 
represented by the pro-homosexual movement and about those who may have been tempted to believe 
its deceitful propaganda. She is also aware that the view that homosexual activity is equivalent to, or as 
acceptable as, the sexual expression of conjugal love has a direct impact on society's understanding of 
the nature and rights of the family and puts them in jeopardy. 

10. It is deplorable that homosexual persons have been and are the object of violent malice in speech or 
in action. Such treatment deserves condemnation from the Church's pastors wherever it occurs. It 
reveals a kind of disregard for others which endangers the most fundamental principles of a healthy 
society. The intrinsic dignity of each person must always be respected in word, in action and in law. 

But the proper reaction to crimes committed against homosexual persons should not be to claim that 
the homosexual condition is not disordered. When such a claim is made and when homosexual activity is 
consequently condoned, or when civil legislation is introduced to protect behaviour to which no one has 
any conceivable right, neither the Church nor society at large should be surprised when other distorted 
notions and practices gain ground, and irrational and violent reactions increase. 

11. It has been argued that the homosexual orientation in certain cases is not the result of deliberate 
choice; and so the homosexual person would then have no choice but to behave in a homosexual 
fashion. Lacking freedom, such a person, even if engaged in homosexual activity, would not be culpable. 

Here, the Church's wise moral tradition is necessary since it warns against generalisations in judging 
individual cases. In fact, circumstances may exist, or may have existed in the past, which would reduce or 
remove the culpability of the individual in a given instance; or other circumstances may increase it. What 
is at all costs to be avoided is the unfounded and demeaning assumption that the sexual behaviour of 
homosexual persons is always and totally compulsive and therefore inculpable. What is essential is that 
the fundamental liberty which characterises the human person and gives him his dignity be recognised 
as belonging to the homosexual person as well. As in every conversion from evil, the abandonment of 
homosexual activity will require a profound collaboration of the individual with God's liberating grace. 

12. What, then, are homosexual persons to do who seek to follow the Lord? Fundamentally, they are 
called to enact the will of God in their life by joining whatever sufferings and difficulties they  

 



 

 

experience in virtue of their condition to the sacrifice of the Lord's Cross. That Cross, for the believer, is a 
fruitful sacrifice since from that death come life and redemption. While any call to carry the cross or to 
understand a Christian's suffering in this way will predictably be met with bitter ridicule by some, it 
should be remembered that this is the way to eternal life for all who follow Christ. 

It is, in effect, none other than the teaching of Paul the Apostle to the Galatians when he says that the 
Spirit produces in the lives of the faithful "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, 
gentleness and self-control" (5:22) and further (v. 24), "You cannot belong to Christ unless you crucify all 
self-indulgent passions and desires." 

It is easily misunderstood, however, if it is merely seen as a pointless effort at self-denial. The Cross is a 
denial of self, but in service to the will of God himself who makes life come from death and empowers 
those who trust in him to practise virtue in place of vice. 

CDF, SOME CONSIDERATIONS CONCERNING THE RESPONSE TO LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS ON THE NON-
DISCRIMINATION OF HOMOSEXUAL PERSONS, 1992 

7. As in every moral disorder, homosexual activity prevents one's own fulfilment and happiness by acting 
contrary to the creative wisdom of God. The Church, in rejecting erroneous opinions regarding 
homosexuality, does not limit but rather defends personal freedom and dignity realistically and 
authentically understood. 

 

 

CDF, Responsum ad dubium - 2021 

In some ecclesial contexts, plans and proposals for blessings of unions of persons of the same sex are 
being advanced. Such projects are not infrequently motivated by a sincere desire to welcome and 
accompany homosexual persons, to whom are proposed paths of growth in faith, “so that those who 
manifest a homosexual orientation can receive the assistance they need to understand and fully carry 
out God’s will in their lives.” 

Consequently, in order to conform with the nature of sacramentals, when a blessing is invoked on 
particular human relationships, in addition to the right intention of those who participate, it is necessary 
that what is blessed be objectively and positively ordered to receive and express grace, according to the 
designs of God inscribed in creation, and fully revealed by Christ the Lord. Therefore, only those realities 
which are in themselves ordered to serve those ends are congruent with the essence of the blessing 
imparted by the Church. 

For this reason, it is not licit to impart a blessing on relationships, or partnerships, even stable, that 
involve sexual activity outside of marriage (i.e., outside the indissoluble union of a man and a woman 
open in itself to the transmission of life), as is the case of the unions between persons of the same sex. 
The presence in such relationships of positive elements, which are in themselves to be valued and 
appreciated, cannot justify these relationships and render them legitimate objects of an ecclesial 
blessing, since the positive elements exist within the context of a union not ordered to the Creator’s 
plan. 



 

Furthermore, since blessings on persons are in relationship with the sacraments, the blessing of 
homosexual unions cannot be considered licit. This is because they would constitute a certain imitation 
or analogue of the nuptial blessing invoked on the man and woman united in the sacrament of 
Matrimony, while in fact “there are absolutely no grounds for considering homosexual unions to be in any 
way similar or even remotely analogous to God’s plan for marriage and family”. 

The declaration of the unlawfulness of blessings of unions between persons of the same sex is not 
therefore, and is not intended to be, a form of unjust discrimination, but rather a reminder of the truth 
of the liturgical rite and of the very nature of the sacramentals, as the Church understands them. 

The Christian community and its Pastors are called to welcome with respect and sensitivity persons with 
homosexual inclinations, and will know how to find the most appropriate ways, consistent with Church 
teaching, to proclaim to them the Gospel in its fullness. At the same time, they should recognise the 
genuine nearness of the Church – which prays for them, accompanies them and shares their journey of 
Christian faith – and receive the teachings with sincere openness. 

The answer to the proposed dubium does not preclude the blessings given to individual persons with 
homosexual inclinations, who manifest the will to live in fidelity to the revealed plans of God as 
proposed by Church teaching. Rather, it declares illicit any form of blessing that tends to acknowledge 
their unions as such. In this case, in fact, the blessing would manifest not the intention to entrust such 
individual persons to the protection and help of God, in the sense mentioned above, but to approve and 
encourage a choice and a way of life that cannot be recognised as objectively ordered to the revealed 
plans of God. 

At the same time, the Church recalls that God Himself never ceases to bless each of His pilgrim children 
in this world, because for Him “we are more important to God than all of the sins that we can commit.” 
But he does not and cannot bless sin: he blesses sinful man, so that he may recognise that he is part of 
his plan of love and allow himself to be changed by him. He in fact “takes us as we are, but never leaves 
us as we are.” 

For the above mentioned reasons, the Church does not have, and cannot have, the power to bless 
unions of persons of the same sex in the sense intended above. 

 

CCF, Fiducia supplicans, 2023 

4. Pope Francis’ recent response to the second of the five questions posed by two Cardinals offers an 
opportunity to explore this issue further, especially in its pastoral implications. It is a matter of avoiding 
that “something that is not marriage is being recognised as marriage.”Therefore, rites and prayers that 
could create confusion between what constitutes marriage—which is the “exclusive, stable, and 
indissoluble union between a man and a woman, naturally open to the generation of children”- and what 
contradicts it are inadmissible. This conviction is grounded in the perennial Catholic doctrine of marriage; 
it is only in this context that sexual relations find their natural, proper, and fully human meaning. The 
Church’s doctrine on this point remains firm. 

 

 



 

11. Basing itself on these considerations, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’s Explanatory 
Note to its 2021 Responsum recalls that when a blessing is invoked on certain human relationships by a 
special liturgical rite, it is necessary that what is blessed corresponds with God’s designs written in 
creation and fully revealed by Christ the Lord. For this reason, since the Church has always considered 
only those sexual relations that are lived out within marriage to be morally licit, the Church does not have 
the power to confer its liturgical blessing when that would somehow offer a form of moral legitimacy to a 
union that presumes to be a marriage or to an extra-marital sexual practice. The Holy Father reiterated the 
substance of this Declaration in his Respuestas to the Dubia of two Cardinals 

 

 


