Social Life in Our Lady’s — The Ballroom of Romance

The Social Life of our Parish provides a sense of community and belonging. The activities offer opportunities
to meet new people, make friends, and network. They also help our members to develop new skills and
interests and provide support and encouragement. In addition, social activities can be a great way to get
involved in our community and make a difference.

The Parish Records highlight that there has been a range of Social Activities available for the last 60+ years.
In 1961, the Parish Priest, Fr John McKenna saw a need for a meeting place for the lonely and the elderly. He
was a great believer in ecumenism; long before it became fashionable, he approached the Ministers of other
local churches. Each of four Churches: Our Lady’s, St Mildred’s, St Mary’s (Canning Road) and Shirley
Methodist, plus a group from the Inner Wheel provided a team to run the Unity Club and serve refreshments
in the Church Hall.

From these small beginnings the Unity Club flourished, had a membership of 120+ and weekly attendances
of 80 — 90 members. The programme of events included film shows, bingo and whist drives. The Club
organised several outings every year with parties at Christmas & Easter and a Birthday Party in November.
The Unity Club continued every week until the C19 Virus in March 2020.

The Social Club opened in November 1976; in the early years the programme included Dances, Discos, Puppet
Shows and Bingo sessions. In the current day, the Club is providing a wide range of activities which include
Entertainment for Dancing every Sunday evening, a range of Tribute Events throughout the year, fundraising
events in partnership with local Charities and the annual Strictly Come Dancing competition. Our events are
very well supported, and the Club has a membership of approximately 200 members. It is a place that Members
have met many new Friends and enjoy the range of activities provided. The Club has had many names over
of years but is now affectionately known at the Ballroom of Romance! Some of our current Members joined
the Social Club after experiencing severe challenges within their own personal lives such as illness,
bereavement & separation. Many Members have highlighted that they look forward to attending the weekly
events particularly during the winter months.

We are also very fortunate to work in partnership with many groups within the Parish Community including
the Set Dancing Group, the Addiscombe Youth Club, and the Wednesday Club.

The Club is a non-profit making organisation; all proceeds raised are given to Charities at local, national, or
global level. In the last financial year, approx. £60,000.00 was given to a range of charities, including Anerley
ACROSS, Brain Tumour Charity, Croydon Night Watch, King’s College Hospital: Critical Care Centre, Place
2 Be Café & Round Towers GFC.

At the start of the C19 Virus, the Social Club identified a need to keep in touch with its members; a weekly
electronic Newsletter was set up providing a wide range of information including Birthday & Family
celebrations, Poems & Music clips, and items from Members & their Friends. The 100™ edition was published
in February 2022. The Club then commenced the publication of a monthly Newsletter, which has now reached
its 53" Edition. The first edition of the Newsletter in March 2020 was sent to 50 Email contacts; the most
recent edition of the monthly Newsletter was sent to 500+ contacts. The document provides a review of recent
events and highlights of the forthcoming programme of social activities.

To find out more about the Social Club, please call into the Church Hall on a Sunday evening at 7:30pm.
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Charities supported include:

AYC (Addiscombe Youth Club)
Anerley ACROSS
Brain Tumour Charity
Cancer Research UK
Castlerea Brass & Reed Band
Children with Cancer: UK
Croydon Night Watch
GUT’s Charity
HCPT
Huntingdon’s Disease Research
Irish Community Services: Bexleyheath
King’s College Hospital: Critical Care Centre
Our Lady’s: Autumn Fayre
Our Lady’s: Mosaic
Place 2 Be Café
Round Towers GFC
The Royal Marsden Hospital
St Christopher’s Hospice

St Mildred’s Community Dinner
Woodside Bereavement Service
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Welcome to our Members & their

Friends
July August
5': Glen Flynn 2"d: Kevin Kearney
10": Shawn Cuddy & 9th: Shane & Mervyn Owens
Curtis Magee 16™: Martin Ruddy
12'; Theresa Rodgers 23"4: Theresa Rodgers
19th: The Duets 30th1 Banﬁ g{O[idhy
26": Kieran White Special
Pat Jordan
September
6%: Family Affair Ortober
11": Golf D & D 4™; Kieran White
Effie Neill & Barry Doyle 11™: Theresa Rodgers
Band 16™: Tribute Evening
13" Ally Harron & Marian The Dreamettes
Curry 18": Glen Flynn
20": TR Dallas 25%; The Duets

27": Kenny Paul

Coming soon:
Tribute Evening with The Other Guys  leading tribute band to
“Trankie Valli & the Four Seasons” — Friday, 13™ November

To reserve tickets for Tribute Evenings, call Ben Cahill on 07958 903410



